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OLFS Annual Bird Surveys
• 1995 – 2018 (23 year span)
• 18 Surveys conducted over the 23 years
• 6 years cancelled due to inclement weather
– (1998, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2014, 2015)
• Survey dates have historically been targeted at mid-May
– Corresponds with peak warbler migration period
– Annual International Migratory Bird Day Events 
• 2nd Saturday in May
OLFS Survey Dates
0
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
< 01 May 01 - 05 May 06 - 10 May 11 - 15 May 16 - 20 May 21 - 25 May 26 - 30 May > 30 May
OLFS Survey Dates
# Surveys
Event Day Activities
• Advertised at the “Oak Lake Bird Walk”
– Recently the May outing for the Brookings Bird Club
• Hosted / coordinated by Friends of OLFS
– Dr. Gary Larson, Dr. Nels Troelstrup
• Participants usually consist of 10 – 20 individuals
• All age and experience levels
– Experienced birders tasked with “leading” the group
• Dr. Amy Lewis, Dr. KC Jensen, Dr. Gary Larson, Ms. Nelda Holden,
• Dr. Lois Haertel, Dr. Nels Troelstrup
• Surveys are conducted from 0800 - 1130
2010 OLFS Bird Walk Participants
Bird Walk Data
• Presence / absence data
• Limited attempt to record numbers of individual birds
• Data provide a glimpse of the migratory bird community 
through 2+ decades
• 151 different species recorded over the 18 surveys
• Lows and Highs
– 18 species (1995) – earliest count (April 22nd)
– 79 species (2012) – 15 May
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Patterns of Rarity
• 31 of 151  (20.5 %) species were observed only on 1 
survey 
– (1 of 18)
• 19 of 151 (12.6 %) species were observed only on 2 
surveys
– (2 of 18)
– Photos – Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
Patterns of Abundance
• 1 species (Song Sparrow) was observed on 100% of 
surveys
• 13  species (8.6 %) were observed on >80% of 
observations
Patterns through Time
• No pattern emerged for detecting rarities through the 23 
year span
– Eg.  More in early years than later
Outreach Benefits
• The opportunity to showcase OLFS to the local 
community
• “Volunteer” effort at OLFS
– Avg 60 hrs of effort per year over 18 years
– 1080 hours





